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on the hillon the hill

is a necessity, members are cast as 
characters similar to themselves, 
and everyone who auditions gets a 
SDUW��HYHQ�'REE\��WKH�EHORYHG�KRXVH�
HOI��PDNHV�DQ�DSSHDUDQFH���7R�JHW�
into character, the cast channels 
qualities of their favorite Harry 
Potter individuals and puts their own 
personal spin on the act. After so 
many weeks of practice, complete 
with numerous skit rehearsals, it is 
almost natural for performers to be 
LQ�FKDUDFWHU��,W�DOVR�KHOSV�WKDW�WKH�FDVW�
members are Harry Potter fanatics. 
The skits are often interactive as well, 
whether teaching children a spell or 
the rules of Quidditch. 

� )RU�WKH�FDVW�PHPEHUV�
themselves, Hogwarts at Hamilton 
is a rewarding way to celebrate the 
characters they grew up admiring 
while including their own perspective 
of their character. Leah Berryhill 
¶���IRU�H[DPSOH��KDV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
in Hogwarts at Hamilton since 
her freshmen year. Her favorite 
Harry Potter character is Professor 
McGonagall, the strict yet respected 
professor who constantly supports 
Harry. However, this year, Leah 
will perform as the kooky Professor 
7UHODZQH\��,Q�KHU�DFW��%HUU\KLOO�
channels her silly side to make her 
character come alive. Berryhill said, 
³,�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�FDVW�DV�WKH�PRUH�

outlandish Hogwarts characters, but 
,�JXHVV�WKDW�PDWFKHV�P\�SHUVRQDOLW\�
RQ�D�UHJXODU�GD\��7KRXJK�,�IHHO�
ridiculous yelling about magic and 
seeing the future in crystal balls, it’s 
hilarious.” 

� $ODQD�&KULVWRSKHU�¶���
IDYRUV�'RORUHV�8PEULGJH��D�RQH�
time professor at Hogwarts who she 
conveniently had the chance to play 
her freshmen year. Christopher loves 
the way Hogwarts at Hamilton brings 
together members of the community. 
³(YHU\�\HDU��,¶YH�VHHQ�NLGV�IURP�
Clinton, professors, my friends from 
home and on campus, and even a 
fraternity come and have a great 
time” she said. This year, Alana will 
EH�SOD\LQJ�*LQQ\�:HDVOH\�LQ�D�FDVW�
WKDW�LQFOXGHV�&RRSHU�&UHDJDQ�¶���DV�
5RQ�:HDVOH\�DQG�-RVK�%ULGJH�¶���
starring ‘the boy who lived’ himself. 

 As we grow further away 
from new Harry Potter books and 
movies, it is vital for fans to keep 
the world of Harry Potter alive and 
to enjoy themselves while doing so. 
Hogwarts at Hamilton does exactly 
that for Hamilton and the Clinton 
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�ZLWK�RYHU�����YLVLWRUV�
last year, it is clear that there is still a 
love for all things magical, mythical 
and mystical among us muggles. 

 Have you ever wondered 
ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�IHOORZ�+DUU\�
Potter enthusiasts at Hamilton? Do 
you have frequent urges to speak in 
a British accent or wish that magic 
was real so you could teleport 
yourself to class instead of walking 
up the hill from Bundy? Are you still 
disappointed that on your eleventh 
birthday you did not, as you so 
hoped, receive an acceptance letter 
WR�+RJZDUWV"�,I�\RX�DQVZHUHG�\HV�
to any of these hypotheticals, then 
Hogwarts at Hamilton, the premier 
organization for magic loving 
Hamiltonians, is right up your alley. 

 Hogwarts at Hamilton 
PD\�VHHP�OLNH�DQ�XQGHU�WKH�UDGDU�
organization because it is active only 
from the beginning of the school 
year until its performances at the 
HQG�RI�2FWREHU��,W�LV�D�QRQ�SUR¿W�
performance group run by students 
WKDW�UDLVHV�PRQH\�IRU�WKH�.LUNODQG�
Town Library. During the last 
ZHHNHQG�RI�2FWREHU��KRZHYHU�WKH�
SHUIRUPDQFH�FDPH�HDUO\�WKLV�VHDVRQ���
the celebration that is occasionally 
referred to as Halloweekend, the 
Hogwarts at Hamilton cast members 
transform a building on our very 
FDPSXV��WKLV�\HDU��%HQHGLFW�+DOO��LQWR�
Hogwarts. Complete with themed 
classrooms, magical professors 
and activities for young visitors, 
Hogwarts at Hamilton truly transports 
guests into the world of Harry Potter. 

:LWK�URXJKO\����VWXGHQWV�LQYROYHG�
this year and four classrooms 
on the tour, with classes such as 
Potions, Care for Magical Creatures, 
Quidditch and Defense Against 
the Dark Arts, the spirit of Harry 
Potter is alive and well at Hamilton. 
Performances run all weekend, with 
D�FKLOG�IULHQGO\�VKRZ�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\�
for the Clinton community and a 
UDXQFKLHU�ODWH�QLJKW�YHUVLRQ�IRU�PDQ\�
Hamilton students to enjoy. 
 
 Not only is Hogwarts at 
Hamilton a way to embrace the 
nostalgia of the world of Harry Potter, 
EXW�LW�LV�DOVR�D�FKDULW\��:KLOH�HQWU\�LV�
free, any donations earned from the 
Hogwarts at Hamilton performances 
JR�WRZDUGV�WKH�.LUNODQG�7RZQ�
Library’s children’s section and 
YDULRXV�OLEUDU\�VSRQVRUHG�SURJUDPV��
,W¶V�YHU\�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�DQ�HYHQW�
that honors our generation’s greatest 
literary character. 

“I think Hogwarts at Hamilton 
is a great fundraiser for the local 
community while also letting the kids 
of Clinton experience the magic of 
Hogwarts,” said Leah Berryhill ’13.

 But what is it like to be a cast 
member at Hogwarts at Hamilton 
during a performance? How does one 
feel stepping into the shoes of these 
IDPRXVO\�DGRUHG�FKDUDFWHUV"�:KLOH�
honing a respectable British accent 

By Maggie Maloney ’15

Photos by Sam Toole ’13
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